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Practical and theoretical problems of violence in the waters of the World Ocean cause the unification of 
efforts of many states to combat this phenomenon. Robbery pirate attacks encroach on human life, 
property, equipment of the ship, causing considerable material damage to shipowners.

The article considers issues of peculiarities of the formation of a modern mechanism to counteract piracy 
by Ukraine, taking into account measures taken by the international community in this direction.

Activities of the states in this area are a set of measures of a technical, organizational, social, and legal 
nature, and paramount among them are social and legal measures, namely: prevention of illegal acts 
directed against navigation (piracy and terrorism, maritime fraud and illegal drug trafficking, slave trade 
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and radio piracy). Particularly increased the need to combine the efforts of states to combat piracy 
following a prolonged series of pirate attacks that were committed during the 2007–2008 years.

Violations of the fundamental rights of sailors to life and health, decent material security, safety and 
social protection have gained mass and system character and have already forced the authorities to make 
responsible and effective decisions. Therefore, the issue of countering pirate attacks and protecting the 
rights of Ukrainian seamen took an important place among the important issues in the sphere of the 
national security, which require the attention of the state. Today, the Ministry of Infrastructure of 
Ukraine, in cooperation with executive authorities, carries out tasks for the protection of maritime 
shipping from illegal acts in the area of the state regulation, management, and control.

The role of states in international programs and actions in the field of the maritime law, the introduction 
of their own proposals and recommendations for combining efforts to improve legal forms of protection 
of seamen, the preparation of a legal basis for the implementation of international standards and norms, is 
important in the system of anti-piracy measures.

Recently, there is a tendency to increase the number of marine terrorism cases and one of the reasons is 
that the international legal framework for the fight against piracy and maritime terrorism is insufficient, 
not to mention the national one. Therefore, there is a need to adopt new documents that take into account 
the specifics of contemporary actions in the manifestation of maritime terrorism and piracy, improve their 
legal qualifications, as well as strengthen the criminal liability for the commission. The national legal 
framework for combating maritime piracy and terrorism also needs further improvement.
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