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Seafarers, like most workers, do not have social protection.

Due to the high degree of globalization of maritime navigation and the dangerous nature of work in this 
area, social protection of seafarers is a particularly difficult problem that needs to be addressed through 
appropriate measures aimed at extending social protection and pension provision for seafarers and their 
family members to a greater or lesser extent. These circumstances substantiate the relevance and 
problems of this article.

Modern Ukrainian legislation should be aimed at maximal taking into account international experience in 
the field of regulation of social protection, pensions, and seafarers’ labour, as expressed in international 
legal instruments.

Each Member State shall take measures, in accordance with its national characteristics, with a view to 
providing additional protection in the field of social security to all seafarers who normally have a 
permanent residence in its territory. In the absence of appropriate coverage of all types of security, 
seamen may be provided with comprehensive assistance and benefits through insurance or other effective 
means, taking into account the provisions of the relevant collective agreements.

If seafarers are subject to the national social security legislation of more than one country, the Member 
States concerned must cooperate in order to determine by mutual consent the law of which the country 
should be applied.

The article deals with some problematic aspects of social protection, labour, and pension provision of 
seafarers, international legal mechanisms for ensuring the protection of labour rights of seamen, explores 
sources of international legal regulation of seamen’s labour, as well as analyses the provisions of the 
conventions on social protection, pensions, work of seafarers, where the main role in the adoption and 
application of international labour standards is played by the International Labour Organization (ILO).

One of the indicators of the stability of the state economic development is the proper financial provision 
of retirement age citizens through a properly functioning pension system. Unfortunately, in this indicator, 
Ukraine is still far from ideal. The segments of the population, who in most cases remain outside the 
scope of the domestic pension system, of course, include Ukrainian sailors.

In our opinion, the situation with pension provision is extremely unfavourable to sailors because they are 
not able to use their work experience in foreign ships for the purpose of increasing pensions, and the state 
– over the lack of insurance premiums to the Pension Fund.

The conducted research made it possible to conclude that the social protection of seafarers should be 
understood as a complex of organizational, legal, and economic measures aimed at the protection of 
sailors and members of their families.

It should be noted that in Ukraine, there is no regulatory legal act that would regulate the issues of social 
protection of seamen and their family members. Therefore, in our opinion, Ukraine can solve the problem 
of social protection, pensions, labour supply of seafarers by ratifying international legal acts with the 
subsequent implementation of their norms in the national legislation of Ukraine or elaborate proposals to 
legislation in order to guarantee favourable conditions for the social protection, pensions, and labour 
protection for sailors and their families.

Key words: sailors, social protection, pension provision, legal protection, work of sailors.
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